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ACTION 10- 11 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 AF-06 ARA-10 EA-09 EUR-12 NEA-10 OIC-02 

CU-04 AGR-10 DOTE-00 HEW-06 HUD-02 INT-05 AID-05 

CEQ-01 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 EPA-04 INR-07 L-03 

NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 USIA-15 OES-05 SS-15 SP-02 

FEA-01 PA-02 PRS-01 /163 W 

032627 

P 1923 14Z FEB 76 

FM USMISSION USUN NY 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5936 

UNCLAS USUN 0636 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UN, SENV, 

SUBJECT: WATER CONFERENCE PREP COM: 

AGENDA ITEM 8 (RULES OF PROCEDURE) 

REF: A) USUN 261 

1. SUMMARY: CONFERENCE SECRETARIAT HAS DISTRIBUTED DOCU- 
MENT E/C. 7/L.38 AS DRAFT PROVISIONAL RULES OF PROCEDURE 

FOR DISCUSSION AT PREPCOM COMMENCING FEBRUARY 23. DOCUMENT 
BASICALLY TRACKS RULES OF PROCEDURE RECENTLY APPROVED 
FOR HABITAT CONFERENCE (SEE HABITAT DOCUMENT A/CONF. 70/ 

PC/19, AS AMENDED), WITH SOME SEMATIC CHANGES AND SUB- 
STANTIVE MODIFICATIONS, AS SET FORTH BELOW. 

2. WATER CONFERENCE DRAFT CONTAINS ALMOST VERBATIM 
LANGUAGE OF HABITAT RULES RELATING TO "OTHER PARTICI- 
PANTS" (CHAPTER XI). IN ADDITION, WATER CONFERENCE 
PROPOSAL INCLUDES NEW RULE FOR PARTICIPATION OF " INTER- 
ESTED UNITED NATIONS ORGANS" WITH SAME STANDING AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS. 
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3. AT HABITAT PREPCOM US EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS REGARD- 
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ING EXPANDED ROLE OF OBSERVERS, (SEE REF). THIS 
STATEMENT WAS MADE AFTER APPROVAL OF THE CONFERENCE 
RULES. A SIMILAR TACK WOULD SEEM APPROPRIATE IN THIS 
INSTANCE AS WELL. 

4. THE CURRENT VERSION OF THE WATER CONFERENCE PRO- 
VISIONAL RULES DOES NOT: A) INCLUDE ARABIC AS A PRO- 
CONFERENCE LANGUAGE, (RULE 45); B) DEAL WITH COMMUNI- 
QUES ON PRIVATE MEETINGS (RULE 50 OF HABITAT RULES); OR 
C) INDICATE A PROCEDURE FOR SUBMITTING NOMINATIONS FOR 
ELECTIVE OFFICES (RULE 40). 

5. THE DRAFT RULES DO: A) REFLECT DIFFERENCES IN 
STRUCTURE BETWEEN TWO CONFERENCES (SECRETARY GENERAL IN 
THE CASE OF HABITAT, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR THE WATER 
CONFERENCE ) (RULE II); B) EMPOWER THE PRESIDENT TO 

LIMIT EXPLANATIONS OF VOTE (RULE 34); AND C) PROVIDES FOR 
A DEFINITION OF ’ PROPOSAL" (RULE 37). 

6. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT'S COMMENT AND GUIDANCE ON 
DRAFT RULES. 
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